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The Levite cuts up his dead wife and sends out the pieces as a call to arms against the tribe of Benjamin, whom he 
holds responsible for the fact he was threatened and his wife violently assaulted. Civil war ensues, and all but 600 

Benjaminites are killed. The 600 run to Rimmon, and other tribes vow never to marry their daughters to a Benjaminite. 

6 And the children of Israel felt compassion for Benjamin 

their brother, and said, "Today, one tribe has been cut off 

from Israel. 

   

  

ע   דַַּ֥ גְּ ו נִּ רֵ֔ אמְּ יו וַי ֵ֣ ִ֑ ן אָחִּ ִ֖ יָמִּ נְּ ל אֶל־בִּ רָא ֵ֔ שְּ ֵ֣י יִּ נ  חֲמוּ֙ בְּ נָָּֽ ווַיִּ

ל: ָּֽ רָא  שְּ יִּ ד מִּ בֶט אֶחִָ֖ ַּ֥ וֹם ש   הַיּ֛

7 What shall we do for them that remain, for wives, since 

we have sworn by the Lord not to give them of our 

daughters for wives?" 

   

  

נוּ֙  חְּ ים וַאֲנַּ֙ ִ֑ נָשִּ ים לְּ ִ֖ ם לַנוֹתָרִּ ה לָהֶּ֛ ַּ֥ זמַה־נַעֲש ֶ

ינו  ִ֖ נוֹת  בְּ ם מִּ ת־לָהֶַּ֥ י ת  ּ֛ תִּ לְּ בִּ ה לְּ וֵָ֔ יה  נו בַָּֽ עְּ בֵַ֣ שְּ נִּ

ים: ָּֽ נָשִּ  לְּ

8 And they said, "Which one of the tribes of Israel did not go 

up to the Lord at Mitzpah?" [ie: had not made the oath] and 

behold, no one had come to the camp from Yavesh-Gil’ad to 

(attend) the assembly. [..] 

   

  

א־  ר ל ָּֽ ל אֲשֶּ֛ רָא ֵ֔ שְּ י יִּ ֵ֣ ט  בְּ שִּ י אֶחָדּ֙ מִּ ו מִִּ֗ רֵ֔ אמְּ חוַי ֵ֣

יש אֶל־  ִ֧ א בָא־אִּ נ ה ל ֵ֣ הִּ ה וְְּ֠ פִָ֑ צְּ וִָ֖ה הַמִּ ה  ה אֶל־יְּ עָלַָּ֥

ל: ד אֶל־הַקָהָָּֽ עִָ֖ לְּ יש גִּ ַּ֥ יָב  מַחֲנֶּ֛ה מִּ  הַָּֽ

10 And the congregation sent there twelve thousand of 

the valiant men, and commanded them, saying, "Go and 

strike the inhabitants of Javesh-Gil’ad with the edge of the 

sword, including the women and the children. 

   

  

ֵ֣י  נ  בְּ יש מִּ ִ֖ לֶף אִּ ר אֶּ֛ ַּ֥ נ ים־עָש ָ ה שְּ דִָ֗ ם הָע  חו־שֵָ֣ לְּ שְּ יוַיִּ

ל  יִּ י הֶחִָ֑ ב ּ֨ ם אֶת־יוֹשְּ יתֶֶ֞ כִּ הִּ כו וְּ ר לְְּ֠ אמ ִ֗ ם ל  ו אוֹתָָ֜ צַוּ֨ וַיְּ

ף:  הַטָָּֽ ים וְּ ִ֖ הַנָשִּ רֶב וְּ י־חֵֶ֔ פִּ עָדּ֙ לְּ לְּ ש גִּ  יָב ֵ֚

11 And this is the thing that you shall do; every male, and 

every woman that had relations with man you shall destroy." 
  
  

 
ה  שָּ֛ כָל־אִּ ר וְּ ו כָל־זָכִָ֗ ר תַעֲש ִ֑ ר אֲשֵֶ֣ זֶַּ֥ה הַדָבִָ֖ יאוְּ

ימו: ָּֽ כַב־זָכִָ֖ר תַחֲרִּ שְּ עַת מִּ דַַּ֥  י 

12 And they found among the inhabitants of Yavesh-Gil’ad 

four hundred virgin girls that had not had relations with any 

man; and they brought them to the camp, to Shiloh which is in 

the land of Cana’an. 

  

ע מֵאוֹת֙  ד אַרְבַַּ֚ לְעָָ֗ יש גִּ י | יָבֵֵ֣ יוֹשְבֵֵ֣ מְצְא֞וּ מִּ יבויִַּֽ

שְכֵַ֣ב  יש לְמִּ ִ֖ ה אִּ א־יָדְעָָ֛ ר ל ֽ ֶׁ֧ ה אֲש  ה בְתוּלָָ֔ נַעֲרֵָ֣

ה֙  מַחֲנ  ל־הַֽ ם א  יאוּ אוֹתַָּ֚ ר וַיָבִִּ֨ ר  זָכָָ֑ ה אֲשִֶ֖ לֵ֔ שִּ

עַן: נָָּֽ רֶץ כְּ אֶַּ֥  בְּ

 

13 And the whole congregation sent and spoke to the children 

of Benjamin that were in the rock of Rimmon, and they 

proclaimed to them (words of) peace. 

 

ן  יָמִֵּ֔ נְּ ֵ֣י בִּ נ  רוּ֙ אֶל־בְּ דַבְּ ַֽיְּ ה וַָּֽ דֵָ֔ ע  חוּ֙ כָל־הֵָ֣ לְּ שְּ ַֽיִּ יגוַָּֽ

וֹם: ם שָלָּֽ ו לָהִֶ֖ אַּ֥ רְּ קְּ וֹן וַיִּ מִ֑ לַע רִּ סֵֶ֣ ר בְּ  אֲשִֶ֖

 

14 And (the men of) Benjamin returned at that time, and they 

[ie the community] gave them the (four hundred) women who 

were still alive out of the women of Yavesh-Gil’ad.  

 

ים   ם֙ הַנָשִָּ֔ וּ לָה  תְנַּ֚ יא וַיִּ ת הַהִָּ֔ ן֙ בָעֵֵ֣ נְיָמִּ שָב בִּ ידוַיַָּ֚

ד:  עִָ֑ לְּ ש גִּ ֵ֣ י יָב  ִ֖ ש  נְּ ו מִּ יֵ֔ ר חִּ  אֲשֵֶ֣
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21:7 What shall we do for the (Benjaminites) that remain, for wives? 

Source 1 - Ralbag 
“They were overcome by an incredible remorse for all the evil they had done to Benjamin.” 
 

Source 2 - Malbim 
“They swore that none of them would give their daughter to Benjamin [..]; (but) if one tribe 
were missing, it would be a great defect for the entire nation which could not be repaired.” 

 
Source 3 - Alice Bach, Rereading the body politic: women, violence and Judges 21 (1999) 

“Getting wives for Benjamin is a victory for Israel: not against a foreign enemy, but a triumph 
that reunites the tribes.” 

 
 
 
 

21:12 And they found among the inhabitants of Yavesh-Gil’ad four hundred virgin girls 
Source 4 – BT, Yevamot, 60b 
“From where did they know that they were virgins? Rav Kahana said: ‘They sat them on the opening 
of a barrel of wine. If she was a non-virgin, her breath would smell like wine; if she was a virgin, her 
breath did not smell like wine’.” 
 

(Note: Rashi and a number of other rabbis include something similar in their commentaries.) 
 

21:12-14 …and they brought them [ie the girls] to the camp [..] and (the men of) Benjamin returned at 
that time, and the community gave them the (four hundred) women. 
Source 5 – Devarim/Deuteronomy chapter 21:10-14 

“If you go out to war against your enemies, and the Lord, your God, will deliver him into your 
hands, and you take his captives, and you see among the captives a beautiful woman and you 
desire her, you may take [her] for yourself as a wife.  You shall bring her into your home, and 
she shall shave her head and let her nails grow; and she shall remove the garment of her 
captivity from upon herself, and stay in your house, and weep for her father and her mother for 
a full month. After that, you may be intimate with her and possess her, and she will be a wife 
for you.” 
 

Source 6 - Alice Bach, Rereading the body politic: women, violence and Judges 21 (1999) 
“Unless the reader listens for the woman’s story muffled in the gaps and silences of the male 
narrative, the reader becomes a voyeur, complicit with the orderly retelling of the story.” 

 
 
Sarah’s reflection: I have included no rabbinic sources that comment on the women themselves (other 
than those linked to Rav Kahana’s pronouncement above) because there are none. Instead, commentators 
are keen to tell readers exactly where the camp in Shiloh is located, and/or how wonderful it is that the 
congregation has been able to reassure the 600 Benjaminites that they should reconcile with the rest of 
the tribes and travel with them to back Shiloh in order to marry and rebuild. 

 
 

 


